[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]



Press release 

19 September 2008

Renewed Tallinn airport opens to passengers today

Today the renewed Tallinn airport will be opened, where during the development works that lasted nearly two years the passenger terminal was significantly expanded and the air traffic area was reconstructed. The total cost of the construction works of the two projects was close to 1.2 billion kroons, from which approximately 830 million kroons was co-financed by the European Union Cohesion Fund.

Rein Loik, the Chairman of the Management Board of Tallinn Airport Ltd, said that starting from today Tallinn airport can service up to two times more passengers at the peak hours when compared to previous situation. “Such capacity should be sufficient for the following five years, however, when taking into consideration the increase of the recent years in the volume of passengers, then it can be said that Tallinn airport develops like the City of Tallinn, which will never be completely ready,” said Loik and added that already today the preparations of the future plans must be started. The completed airport can service up to two and a half million passengers per year.

The upgrade of the Tallinn airport has been co-financed with a EUR 32 million 11-year-maturity loan facility arranged by the Nordic Investment Bank in cooperation with SEB Eesti. “For NIB, this is an important milestone in supporting Estonia’s regional competitiveness in Europe, as a modernised gateway will make the country even more attractive to business and as a leisure destination. This is also the largest airport infrastructure development project NIB has financed in its eight member countries,” says Gunnar Okk, NIB’s Vice-President.
According to Olle Horm, the Chairman of the Management Board of Skanska EMV, the head contractor of the extension of the airport, the extension of Tallinn airport represented an extremely fascinating and challenging project. “During the work the daily operation of the airport had to be constantly taken into consideration, also joining with the Schengen border regime at the end of the second stage of the construction works on 30 March this year,” noted Horm.

The reconstruction of Tallinn airport was designed in international cooperation. The architectural draft plan and the design of the terminal-specific systems were made by a French company Sofreavia SA (today Egis Avia) and the basic part of the architectural solution was prepared by architectural and engineering company EA Reng AS. The design works for the reconstruction of the air traffic area were performed by a German engineering company Rademacher GmbH.

As a result of the renovation and extension project approximately 14 000 square meters of usable area was added to the passenger terminal of the airport. During the construction works the terminal building was expanded and modernized by 18 meters both northbound and southbound and a gallery with the length of 200 meters and width of 27 meters that connects all the gates was constructed in the middle of the terminal building, making the terminal T-shaped. The new cross building has seven new and two reconstructed passenger bridges and the gallery enables two-level traffic for international passengers. The extensions located at the ends of the terminal building serve as additional rooms for registering for the flights and for delivering arriving luggage, also the check-in area has expanded significantly and a new VIP-complex has been established. Separate lounges have been made for the passengers travelling either in Schengen or non-Schengen area.

The renewed airport also offers more opportunities for refreshments and shopping. The airport's largest shop Euroshop, Hugo Boss's store, a book and CD store operated by Apollo and R-Kiosk and a shop selling Estonian products and souvenirs are located in the middle part of the passenger terminal. In the new gallery passengers can shop in Joop boutique, Heinemann accessories shop and in travel shop, which offers toys, suitcases and other necessaries for travelling. In order to please the passengers with children the new airport also has a play area for children. 

For refreshments the airport terminal now has two new cafeterias operated by a catering company Fazer Amica, one of which is located in the Schengen area and the other in the non-Schengen area, also the existing Liivi bistro was expanded. The public section of the airport provides now room for the new lessees – tour operators Novatours, Horizon Travel, TEZ Tour, Toptours and Germalo reisid.

The project of the reconstruction of the air traffic area has made the airport even more environmentally friendly and safe, increasing the flight safety and aviation security to a new level. A modern storm water collection and treatment system were constructed in the air traffic area and temperature monitoring sensors that help to dose the de-icing mediums more precisely were installed. Also special de-icing protection areas for aircrafts and an area enabling to carry out rescue and fire-fighting drills were established. In order to improve flight safety and security new monitoring, communication, electricity supply and automation systems were installed, modern parking places for aircrafts were created, increasing the area of aircrafts' parking places by ca 110 000 m2 and the network of taxiways was expanded.

The construction works for the airport terminal development project were performed by Skanska EMV AS and the engineering service was provided by a consortium AS Telora-E and Ramboll Finland Oy. The air traffic reconstruction project was executed by a consortium, including AS Talter, Lemminkäinen Oyj, AS Eesti Ehitus, AS Aspi and AS Teede REV-2. Engineering services were provided by a consortium Ramboll Finland Oy, AS Teede Tehnokeskus and AS Telora-E. 
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